










by APA (Transportation and Land Use Innovations 
and Best Development Practices) and others by the 






2006 issue of the Journal of the American Planning 
Association, a special issue on transportation.
Q. You’re known for pedestrian advocacy. 

















should  know  and  care  about, 






















coordination  every  year.  But  transportation 
system intelligence has been slow to develop. 
































This Practitioner Teaches, Too
Why We Should Care About Traffic
Reid Ewing
M











































































Q. Did you start out as a planner?
A. No, as an engineer. I have an undergraduate 
degree  from  Purdue  University  in  mechanical 
engineering. Then Harvard offered me a very nice 














Q. Was the GSD where you were introduced 
to transportation planning? 

















Another  problem  is  the  priority  (green 
























Transportation planner Reid Ewing is doing what he can to close the gap between academe and practice. 
A gut response from a seasoned transportation planner.       By Reid Ewing  
The route from the author’s house to Florida’s Turnpike and points west. “My wife, kids, and I spend 















of  a  springboard  for  an  academic  research 
career. 






























management. Best Development Practices,  the 
book  APA  published  in  1996,  featured  six 
Florida developments.
Q. You were the director of the Voorhees 
Transportation Center at Rutgers. We were 
sorry to hear of the death earlier this year of 



























































































































in the American Journal of Health Promotion. 
There was an amazing flood of publicity on 
this study. It was the first, and that counts for 



















Q. You said you would be doing something 

















with  the  Harvard  and  St.  Louis  schools  of 
public health. 
Q. So you really are building that bridge 




















































Broward County’s High Tech Transportation 
Management Center. The map shows intersections  
on-line (green); communication failures (red);  
and the controller failures (purple).
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